Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

April 8, 2026
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Ruth Saffell, Colby Rinehart, Jay Van Horn, Shirley Lucas, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Administrator Dirk Davis, Carol Merritt, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Absent: 
Guest(s)

Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Chuck Little, Chris Hunt, June Diehl, Twila Cumberledge
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve the March meeting minutes, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Twila Cumberledge voiced her concern to council about trailer on Virginia Street near the apartment complex.  This has been there for many years.  The trailer is falling apart and she witness kids trying to get into it to play.  She stated that the place is unsafe and needs to be torn out of there for safety reasons. 

June Diehl addressed council about a proposal for activities for the 250th anniversary of the US.  She wants two council members to be on a committee for this.  June stated that she would like help with funding. Mr. Shaheen stated that it would be appropriate for the mayor to appoint a committee for this.  June stated that we should talk about the trash and derelict houses in town. Mr. Shaheen is working with the ordinance committee with some alternative to our ordinance to pick out what works and what we can use to help us.  June stated that the house at the four-way stop is a great investment opportunity.  Jordan stated that the property is owned by someone and they rent it out. Jay stated that the property beside of that house does not belong to that house either. 

Solicitor Shaheen presented the water rate ordinance for the third and final reading.  Ordinance 2026-1 increased the water and sewer rates both by $2.00 per thousand gallons.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-1, seconded by Jay Van Horn, Jordan Castello– No, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes. June suggested that we have a cleanup day for the village.  Colby stated that there was one and it is held at Goshen TWP.  Mr. Shaheen presented Resolution 2026-2 with is the Amendment for Trebel energy rates thru 2028.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-2, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes. Solicitor Shaheen presented Resolution 2026-3 which authorizes the lease agreement between the Village of Bethesda and the American Legion Post #90. Colby Rinehart made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-3, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.

Administrator Dirk Davis presented his monthly report:

· Dirk showed a 2” Brass fitting that was cracked in half and broke in the park.  
· Dirk discussed the pizza shop and the fact that it needs to be inspected that will cost between $1,000 and $2,000.  Colby asked if a Brownfield grant can be used for this.  Rick stated that we could if we owned it and there was actually asbestos found in it. Mr. Shaheen stated that we will have to have a test done to find out.  Mr. Shaheen suggested that we have the agreement drafted with purchase options pending the testing.  Dirk stated that the back taxes are around $6,000 on the property.  

· Dirk stated that the street sweeper has had some repairs done to it.  

· We are scheduling a day for fire hydrant flushes.  

· The Main Street project that Belomar helped us with had the grant application filed on April 15th.  

· The Sewer Plant UV Light System has to be working by the end of April and we need to make some minor repairs and have some parts in backup.  

· The CCR report for 2025 is due by July 1st 2026.

· Dirk provided estimates for paving and FDR for Chestnut, the alley by Artrip’s and Foose.  This is tabled until next meeting when other estimates are received.  Currently Chestnut is $49,939.40 for FDR.
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Fiscal Officer Burkhead stated that Belco asked him if we wanted to have scheduled shredding done.  Council didn’t think we needed to do this at this time. Rick stated that the Fire Department and the Park Board would like to have a gun bash this year.  Rick stated that there was talk about including the legion for a 5% or 10% stake providing they want to and are able to help.  Rick stated that the Masonic Lodge members discussed helping for a small donation to the organization.  Rick stated that the only date that lines up with the Carnes Center and Bridgeport Equipment is November 7th.  Carol Merritt made a motion to approve the gun bash on November 7th, all purchases and such that go along with it, and for the bash committee to determine how much to donate to the Legion and or the Lodge based on how much help we receive and the remaining amount split between the Fire Department and the Park Board, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.
Police Chief Chris Storm stated that a call was responded to for a person shooting across the reservoir.  There was a theft complaint responded to and the OSP was assisted twice.  Chris stated that the police are cracking down on kids riding in the streets.  Chris stated that Andy Miller resigned last month.  Jay Van Horn made a motion to accept Andy’s resignation, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.  Chris state that there were no traffic tickets last month.

Rod Miller stated that there are still people speeding up past his house. 

Jordan Castello stated that she made four receptacles for lures and fishing line to donate to the park and to install around the park lake for fishermen.  Colby Rinehart thanked everyone who helped with the Easter Egg Hunt as we had a great turnout with around 200 kids. 

Ruth Saffell made a motion to go into executive session to discuss Personnel Discipline, Litigation, and Purchase of Property, at 7:32 p.m., seconded by Carol Merritt, Ruth - Yes, Jordan – Yes, Jay – Yes, Colby - Yes, Shirley – Yes, Carol - Yes. 

At 7:57 p.m. Mayor Bob Flanagan declared executive session over.

Motion to pay bills by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Ruth Saffell, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Ruth Saffell, with a unanimous vote.
The next meeting will be Wednesday May 13th, 2026 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
